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wrongs of it; I would simply say that we did not intend to
have Germans on the continent, excepting as iininigTantSj
whose children would become Americans of one sort or
another, and if Germany intended to extend her empire here
she would have to whip us first."

The same idea was repeated in a letter to General James
H. Wilson on August 23, 1897: uWe cannot rival England
as a naval power . . . but I do think we ought to stand
ahead of Germany."

In two letters, written early in 1898, he predicted trouble
with Germany in South America if the Kaiser should at-
tempt to acquire territory there. In one, February 5,1898,
addressed to F. C. Moore, New York City, he wrote: "Of
all the nations of Europe it seems to me Germany is by far
the most hostile to us. "With Germany under the Kaiser
we may at any time have trouble if she seeks to acquire
territory in South America."

In another, addressed to Charles A. Moore, New York
City, February 14, 1898, the prediction was repeated. The
literal accuracy of the prophecy was confirmed in 1902,
when the Kaiser attempted to acquire territory in Vene-
zuela and was prevented by the prompt action of Roosevelt,
as President, in serving notice upon him that unless he de-
sisted the American fleet under Admiral Dewey would sail
for Venezuela and oppose his project by force of anas.

Writing again to F. C. Moore, on February 9, 1898, he
gave this comprehensive statement of Ms views in regard
to an American foreign policy:

"I should myself like to shape our foreign policy with a
purpose ultimately of driving off this continent every Euro-
pean power. I would begin with Spain, and in the end
would take all other European nations, including England.
It is even more important to prevent any new nation from
getting a foothold. Germany as a republic would very
possibly be a friendly nation, but under the present des-
.potism she is much more bitterly and outspokenly hostile
to us than is England.